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Today, in the post-cold war era, one may say that the risk of world conflict, at least for the near and mid-term future, due to the traditional dispute between "East" and "West", is almost non-existent. In Europe, the enlargement of NATO and the EU to the East with the integration, or even the prospect for integration, of new member-states and the willingness and readiness of the other states in the region to cooperate with the Euro-Atlantic structures, has enhanced stability and security, while new prospects have emerged for the settlement of long-standing disputes, confrontations and conflicts.

Nevertheless, uncertainty and instability still constitute the main features of the current strategic environment. On the international stage, new and to a great extent trans-national risks, as well as new challenges, have emerged, threatening international and domestic security and stability of states.

The broader Black-Sea region is a crossroads of vital geo-strategic and geo-economic importance in South-eastern Europe, since it constitutes:

· a strategic passage connecting Europe to the Central Asia and the Middle East;
· a route for the transportation of energy resources from Caspian sea and the Central Asia and European markets;
· an area for potential future EL and NATO enlargement, and a place where major international security and co-operation issues will have to be addressed, such as terrorism, etc.

However, the broader Black Sea region is often characterized as a source of problems and threats against the security of states of the area as well as the security of Europe as a whole. The factors contributing to the destabilization of the region are national disputes; territorial claims and conflicts (such as Nagorno-Karabakh, Chechnya, Abkhazia, North Ossetia and Transnistria); organized crime; conflicting international interests and objectives, as it regards the political and economic control over specific regions, along with their energy reserves.

In the Balkans, the violent disintegration of Yugoslavia, and the hostility and atrocities that followed, have had a tragic impact on the people and the stability in the region. Besides, the resurgence of irredentism and ethnic-religious fanaticism, the poor economic conditions and the organized crime, in combination with ineffective control of borders have contributed to the development of a "constant instability". This instability affects the entire region, fostering the emergence of the so-called "asymmetric" threats. Furthermore, the ambiguity over the final status of Kosovo and the consequent potential impact on the broader region, make the situation even more complicated.

European Strategic Security, adopted by the European Union in December 2003, identifies the following as "principal threats" against European security: terrorism; proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction; regional conflicts; potential problems that rogue states could cause; organized crime pertaining to a number of illegal activities such as drugs, weapons and human cross-border trafficking; illegal immigration; environmental issues, incl. climate changes, floods, scarcity of natural resources - mainly water and energy reserves, potential emergence of epidemic diseases threatening health systems etc.. These threats are interconnected. For instance, organized crime and international terrorism usually thrive in countries characterized by a weakness of state structures, a democratic deficit, corruption, and abuse of power. Besides, regional conflicts lead to the collapse of state structures and, as a result, this create instability and uncertainty.

European states have to deal effectively with another important issue: their absolute dependence on energy resources that are taken from regions beyond their own borders, in which instability and endemic security problems prevail.

Threats against security of Greece from the Black Sea region cannot be characterized as "direct", in the sense that they do not pertain to our vital national interests. Let us refer briefly to the potential security problems that could affect Greece:

· Destabilization of the counties or delay of their democratization process  and  economic development due to the revival of ethnic conflicts, terrorist actions etc.

· Spread of organized crime in areas bordering Greece.

· Increased   number  of  immigrants   entering   Greece   and Western Europe.

· Increased   competition   for   control   over   oil   and   gas transportation routes towards European markets.

The geographical position of Greece in the eastern part of the Mediterranean basin makes it a link between Europe, Asia and Africa. Moreover, Greece is a-member-state of both, the EU and NATO, and more recently a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council (1 January 2005 until 31 December 2006), and its proximity to the wealth-producing sources of the Middle East, have extended the country's geo-political horizons and importance.

Greece, distinguished among its neighboring states for its high level of economic development, security, peace, stability and democracy, is duly considered a model for all countries in the region. Its own strategic objective is to maintain an enhanced role for the reconstruction and development of the region and to contribute to the stabilization and prosperity of its people and of the whole area. Greece believes that any potential crisis could and should be addressed through peaceful the co-existence of people and ethnicities, the protection of minorities; the Euro-Atlantic perspective and course of the countries in this area, and the positive contribution of the international community.

Greece contributes actively to the consolidation of collective security and international peace by supporting the Balkan countries' Euro-Atlantic perspective and course, and playing a more active role in the wider SE European region and by contributing towards the stability, economic growth, progress and co-operation among countries and people in the region.

The Greek foreign policy in the Black Sea region is implemented, to a great extent, through bilateral relations and active participation in collective efforts, such as the Black Sea Economic Co-operation-Pact (BSECP). The Greek origin population, living mainly in Caucasus, Ukraine and in other littoral states of the Black Sea, plays an essential role in the process of mapping out the Greek policy in the region.

Defense and Security Policy of Greece

These new challenges and the need for the country to address them immediately have dictated the course of the county's security and defense policy. Greece is situated in a sensitive geo-political area, which fosters the emergence, including the consequences, of such threats against security. Preparation for the prevention and if needed, countering of challenges and threats is considered an issue of high priority by the Armed Forces' strategic and operational planning.

The county's National Defense Policy meets these new challenges of its geostrategic and geopolitical environment. Greece's defense policy focuses on strengthening the Armed Forces' military power and preventive capability, as well as on protecting our country’s interests through its active foreign policy, a real "core of stability".

The defense of Greece is part of the Hellenic Security Policy. Its security doctrine is "defensive-preventive", aiming at "defending the country's national independence, sovereignty and integrity against any threat". Greece fully supports the European course of the countries in the area and all Western European political and defense institutions, such as NATO, the EU and the OSCE.

The defense priorities of Greece focus on dealing with any future threats against its security by land, sea, and air. We have modernized our Armed Forces and we maintain a preventive and reliable force to counter either any conventional threats or the full spectrum of "asymmetric" threats.

Greece's National Defense Policy is implementing according to the following principles:

· Support the European prospect of the countries in the region, subject to the EU standards and principles.

· Participate in the efforts of the international community to support peace and consolidate international security, stability and co-operation and to combat international terrorism according to the principles and procedures provided for in the Constitution and the legislation of the country, as well as, the international Law.

· Support the efforts for a firm and viable solution of the Cyprus problem, aiming at the unification of the island in the context of the UN decisions, as well as, the European "acquis communautaire".

· Take all necessary measures to effectively address asymmetric threats.

· Improve the Armed Forces' preventive capability and their effectiveness, to include the necessary interoperability with the EU and NATO member-states.

Co-operation of Greece with the International Organizations

Greece supports and participates in interventions of International Organizations (such as the UN), which aim at ensuring and maintaining international peace and security. Specifically, it contributes personnel and assets to peacekeeping and humanitarian missions, as well as, operations led by the UN, NATO and the EU, namely ALBA, KFOR, ISAF, ALTHEA etc., including disarmament operations. 

Greece provides training, accommodation and food to foreign officers in the facilities of the Multinational Training Center for Peacekeeping Operations in Kilkis. After the training, the officers are employed as military Observers in the UN Peacekeeping Missions. (The UN pays only the cost of tickets.)

Greece supports NATO's transformation into a collective security organization and it's enlargement towards the East, and it plays an active role in a number of programs, missions and operations of the Alliance, and namely:

· The new Command Structure - NCS [NDC-GR]. 

· The NATO Maritime Interdiction Operational Training Center (NMIOTC) in Souda.

· The improvement of the Alliance's Capabilities (Prague Capabilities Commitment-PCC) by offering the services of the Athens Sealift Coordination Center (SCC).

· The formation of the NATO Response Force (NRF).

· The deployment of SEEBRIG in Afghanistan under ISAF under the condition that the member-states will first reach an agreement on the issue of sharing the costs pertaining to the deployability and sustainability of forces in the field.

· The expansion and the promotion of the Partnership for Peace (PfP) initiative.

· The exploitation and intensification of co-operation via the Mediterranean Dialogue (Dolphin 2005), while monitoring of the progress of the Istanbul Co-operation Initiative (ICI) adopted by the NATO Istanbul Summit, in June 2004.

The position of Greece on ESDP issues is derived from its conviction that the development of European Military Capabilities will strengthen the EU's stabilizing role and they will contribute to the consolidation of a more secure regional and international environment. Specifically, Greece contributes to:

· The development of the Common European Security and Defense Policy (ESDP), as well as the formation of the European Rapid Reaction Elements.

· The participation, along with Portugal, in a multinational Battle Group, which will be formed in the framework of the Spanish-Italian  Amphibious  Forces  (SIAF) in the 1st half of 2006. In the 2nd half of 2007, Greece will also participate, as a "Framework Nation", in the "Balkan" multinational Battle Group, with the additional participation of Bulgaria, Romania and Cyprus (signed   in   Brussels   in   21 November 2005).

· The participation in the European Defense Agency (EDA) to improve the EU's defense capabilities.

Strategic co-operation between the EU and NATO, as well as their mutual support, contribute effectively to the consolidation of world security, and  demonstrate that the  principles of "equality"  and "synergy" prevail in the relations of the two organizations. Greece supports this relation, since it facilitates the consolidation of peace and welfare.

Greece and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC)

All BSECP countries were pleased to welcome Greece to the Pact as a country with "European" identity. Indeed, the country has acted in an exemplary way in bilateral interstate relations, and it supported their future integration into the Euro-Atlantic structures.

It is important to note that the Black Sea countries have considered Greece as a link between the Black Sea and the European Union and asked her to undertake a series of relevant initiatives. Greece's "specific gravity" in the BSECP increased after 1998 when the BSECP Bank and the International Center of Black Sea Studies were established, in Tessaloniki and in Athens respectively.

BSECP plays a leading role in consolidating peace, stability and prosperity in sensitive regions, such as the Balkans and Caucasus, and in developing a Euro-Asian common economic space. The EU, in turn, claims that regional cooperation has to be supported actively and promoted, first, as the predominant means of maintaining peace and strengthening stability in volatile regions and, second, as a way to approach the European political and economic structures. This position is included in the new European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) adopted by the EU last year with the co-operation of the EU with the Mediterranean and Black Sea countries.

Greece will continue to seek systematic co-operation between the BSECP countries and the EU and it will make any possible effort to further enhance it.

Conclusions

The application of an active policy pertaining to the Black Sea countries is not only a challenge for Greece to achieve the objectives of its foreign policy (stability, economic cooperation, democratization). It is also a pre-condition to effectively address new forms of threat at the international security level.

However, it must also be noted that "Europeaization" of the Black Sea countries still constitutes a major challenge for the EU.

Greece, as an EU and NATO member, is capitalizing on its excellent relations with all the Black Sea countries to increase the co-operation level in the region.

We have to aim at co-operation in order to contribute decisively in international peace, progress development and solidarity.

We aspire to develop friendly relations and collaborations, which would thrive in a spirit of mutual understanding and reciprocity, and promote the quality of life and dignity of the human beings and of the society in general.

Greece firmly supports and spares no effort, at any possible level, to carry out its objective to consolidate peace, stability and security in the Wider Black Sea Region. Together with relevant international organizations, we are taking firm actions to develop bilateral relations with all states, based on equality, so as to be able to establish a spirit of cooperation, mutual trust and understanding.
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