Pavlo Lakiychuk, Yevghen Losev

The Center of Assistance to Geopolitical Problems and Euro-Atlantic Cooperation of the Black Sea Region Studies “Nomos” 
(Sevastopol, Ukraine)
[image: image1.jpg]



STRUGGLE FOR SUPERIORITY IN THE BLACK SEA REGION. COMBAT CAPABILITIES OF THE RUSSIAN BLACK SEA FLEET AND TURKISH NAVAL FORCES
(Authors' translation)

After the fall of the Soviet Union, the appearance of new independent states, the aims and strategy of Black Sea Region countries have received the new contents. The main players on the geopolitical field of the Black Sea Region at the beginning of a new century have become Russian Federation and Turkey – these both states see themselves as regional leaders in the Black Sea. In a large game a great enough role is allotted to the naval forces, whose task is to achieve domination in the Black Sea to provide geopolitical influence on all the region.
Maybe, our country will not be touched by those processes, but there is one thing – the Russian Black Sea Fleet, basing on the Ukrainian territory in the Crimea. So, with or without our wish, Ukraine has appeared drawn to the sphere of competition the navies of two neighboring states.

Russian Federation, increasing combat potential of units and task groups of the Black Sea Fleet located in the Crimea, explains its actions by that fact, that this is an adequate response to the naval forces of other Black Sea Countries, namely Turkey, increase. According to the evaluations of some Russian experts, the Turkish naval forces during the last 5 – 10 years have reached 2.5 – 3 superiority over the Black Sea Fleet. Is it really so?

Actually, in the second half of 90-th, when in the Black Sea Fleet as in all Russian Navy there were the processes of uncontrolled reduction of the ships, in the Turkish naval forces, first time during the last 20 years, was developed a wide program of ships and armament modernization – in 1996 was developed and confirmed the Perspective plan of the Turkish naval forces modernization until 2025. According to the plan it was foreseen the reinforcement of the Navy with contemporary multipurpose frigates, submarines, fast attack craft, mine hunters, aircraft and helicopters of maritime aviation. The main efforts were directed on buying the contemporary armament which may be put to the serial production, installation of modern technique, the reduction of ships, which do not correspond to nowadays requirements. To reach these goals it was directed a 10-years Program on buying and supply the Navy with armament - 2006.
As to opinion of military and political leadership of Turkey, the realization of these programs will give a possibility to support the combat capabilities and weaponry of the Navy on the level sufficient to restrain aggression from the sea directions and guarantee the national security of the state. The today’s condition of the Turkish naval forces – is an evidence, that they have chosen the right course that time.

The condition of the Russian Black Sea Fleet is not so deplorable. By the end of 90-th the Black Sea Fleet Command was in success to crush the trends to reduction the combat potential of the fleet. The ship-repair industry began to work at a full might – the cruiser “Moskva”, the patrol submarine “Alrosa” and etc. were commissioned. The fleet received the new ships – missile catamaran (PGGF) “Samum”, minesweeper (MSO) “Valentin Pikul”. In the fleet aviation it was created the strike component – 24 front bombers Su-24 “Fencer”. Naval infantry was reinforced with a separate battalion, located in the Caucasus coast.

The main short-comings of the Russian activities to increase the combat potential of the fleet at that period – the lack of systematic approaches, the lack of balanced program of the Navy modernization. And it is clear: on the background of the crisis of 90-th, the Russian leadership didn’t pay attention to the Navy problems. The situation began cardinally change at the beginning of new decade – it was adopted the Maritime Doctrine of the state, and it began the realization of a “World Ocean” federal program. On appearance the conceptual documents it has begun the development of federal shipbuilding and ship-repair programs. As to the words of Russian MoD leadership, there exists an united vision of the Black Sea Fleet future – the fleet will be reinforced by multipurpose ships of “frigate – corvette” classes, submarines. On July 27, 2005, while celebration the Navy Day in Sevastopol, Sergey Ivanov declared: “The new ships for the Black Sea Fleet are already being built”.

Scheme 1. Turkish Naval Forces.
	Combat component
	Total
	Class, years of  building 
	Names


	1
	2
	3
	4

	Submarines-patrol

(SSK)
	14
	Gür  (209/1400)

2001-2007
	Gür
Ģanakkale
Burakreis
I.Inőnü

	
	
	Preveze (209/1400)

1989-2000
	Preveze

Sakarya

18 mart

Anafartalar

	
	
	Ay (209/1200)

1972-1981
	Atilay

Saldiray

Batiray

Yildiray

Doğanay

Dolunay

	Frigates

(FFGHM, FFGH)
	20
	Salihreis (MEKO200-IIB)

1995-1997
	Salihreis

Kemalreis

	
	
	Barbaros(MEKO200-IIA)

1993
	Barbaros

Orucreis

	
	
	Yavuz (MEKO200-I)

1985-1987
	Yavuz

Turgutreis

Fatih

Yildirim

	
	
	Gabya (O.H.Perry)

1978-1980
	Gaziantep

Giresun

Gemlik

Gelibolu

Gediz

Gokova 

Göksu

	
	
	Tepe (Knox)

1970-1971
	Muavenet

Zafer

Karadeniz

Ege

	Corvettes

(FFH)
	6
	Aviso (A-69)

1972-1976
	Bozcaada

Bodrum

Bandirma

Beykoz

Bartin

Bafra

	Fast patrol boat/Corvettes-missile 

(PGGF)
	6
	Kiliç

1997-1999
	Kiliç

Kalkan

Mizrak

	
	
	Kiliç II

1997-2006
	Tufan

Meltem

Imbat

	Fast attack craft  

(PGGF, PTGF)
	18 
	Yildiz

1996
	Yildiz

Karayel

	
	
	Doğan

1977-1980
	Doğan

Marti

Tayfun

Volkan

	
	
	Kartal

1966-1970


	Denizkuşu

Atmaca

Şahin

Kartal

Pelikan

Albatros

Şimşek

Kasirga

	
	
	Rüzgar

1985-1988
	Rüzgar 

Poyraz

Gurbet

Firtina

	Landing ships

(LST, LST/ML)
	5
	Osman Gazi
1990
	Osman Gazi

	
	
	Sarucabey
1981-1984
	Sarucabey
Karamürselbey

	
	
	Ertuğrul 

(Terrebonne Parish) 

1954
	Ertuğrul

Serdar

	Landing craft

(LCT, LCM)
 
	28
	Ç 117 (Edic)

1966-1973
	Ç 113

Ç 117

Ç 120

	
	
	Ç 107 (Edic)

1977-1992
	Ç 122 - 129 

Ç 132 - 135
Ç 137 – 150

	
	19
	Ç 0302 (8)

1965-1989
	Ç 302 - 303 

Ç 308 - 309

Ç 312 – 314

Ç 316,  Ç 319
Ç 321 – 331

	Minehunters

(MHC)
	5
	Edincik (Circе)

1972
	Edincik

Edremit

Enez

Erdek

Erdemli

	
	
	Aydin
2003-2006
	Alanya
Amasra
Ayvalik

	Minesweppers-coastal (MSC, MSC/AGS)
	15
	S (Adjutant)

1955-1967
	Samsun

Sinop

Sümene

Seddülbahir

Silifke

Saros

Sigacik

Sapanca

Sariyer

	
	
	K (Vegesack)

1959-1960
	Karamürsel

Kerempe

Kilimli

Kozlu

Kuşadasi

Kemer

	Minesweppers-inshore

(MCI) 
	4
	F (Cove)

(1967)
	Foça

Fethiye

Fatsa

Finike

	Large patrol craft

(PBO)
	6
	Hisar (PC-1638)

1964
	Yarhisar

Akhisas

	
	
	Т (Trabzon)

1951-1953
	Trabzon

Terme

	
	
	К (Karamürsel)
	Kozlu

Kuşadasi

	Large patrol craft

(PB)
	11
	PGM-71(AB)

1965-1969 
	AB 21

AB 22

AB 23

AB 24

	
	
	Turk (AB)

1969-1976
	AB 27

AB 28

AB 29

AB 31

AB 33

AB 35

AB 36

	Marines
	3000
	One brigade of HQ company, three infantry battalions, one artillery battalion 

	Land-based maritime aircraft and helicopters
	6
	CN-235 MPA

	
	4
	AB-204N, AB-206B

	Shipborne helicopters
	12
	AB-212E, N1, N2, ASW

	
	7
	S-70B Sea Hawk


Scheme 2. Black Sea Fleet of Russia.
	Combat component
	Total
	Class (type), years of  building 
	Names


	1
	2
	3
	4

	Cruisers

(CG)
	1
	Slava (type 1164)

1983
	Москва (Moskva)

	Submarines

(SSK, SS)
	2
	Kilo (type 877в)

1990
	Алроса (Alrosa)

	
	
	Foxtrot (type 641б)

1982
	Б-380 (B-380)

	Destroyers*
	7
	
	

	Large antisubmarine ships

(CG)
	2
	Kara (type 1134)

1973-1975
	Очаков (Ochakov)

Керчь (Kerch)

	Large attack (missile) ships

(PGGF)
	2
	Dergach (type 1239)

1989-1993
	Бора (Bora)

Самум (Samum)

	Patrol frigates 
(DDG)
	3
	Kashin (type 61)

1969
	Сметливый (Smetlivy)

	
	
	Krivak (type 1135, 1135м)

1980-1981
	Ладный (Ladny)

Пытливый (Pitlivy)

	Small  attack (missile) ships

(FSG)
	2
	Nanuchka (type 1234, 1234.1)
	Мираж (Miras)

Штиль (Shtil)

	Fast attack craft 

(FSG)
	5
	Tarantul (type 1241.1, 1241.7)

1981-1990
	Ивановец (Ivanovetz)

Р-109 (R-109)

Р-239 (R-239)

Р-71 (R-71)
Р-60 (R-60)

	Fast patrol boat 

(FSG)
	1
	Turya (type 206мр)

1978
	Р-44 (R-44)

	Corvettes

(FFG, PHT)
	7
	Grisha III (type 1124, 1124м)

1976-1989 
	Суздалец (Suzdalets)

Муромец (Muromets)

Александровец (Alecsandrovets)

Ейск (Ejsk)

Поворино (Povorino)

	
	
	Mukca (type 1145.1)

1987-1990
	Владимирец (Vladimirets)



	
	
	Babochka (type 1141пэ)

1980
	Касимов (Kasimov)

	Patrol craft

(PGR, PC)
	5
	Shmel (type 368рс)

1971
	АК-527 (AK-527)

	
	
	Zhuk (type 1400)


	ПK-331 (PK-331)

ПK-407 (PK-407)

ПK-831 (PK-831)

ПK-833 (PK-833)

	Landing ships

 (LST)
	7
	Ropucha (type 775)

1986-1990
	Ямал (Jamal)

Азов (Azov)

Новочеркасск (Novocherkassk)

Цезарь Куников
(Tsesar Kunikov)

	
	
	Alligator (type 1171)

1966-1976
	Орск (Orsk)

Саратов (Saratov)

Николай Фильченков (Nikolay Filchenkov)

	Minesweppers-ocean

(MSO, MHO)
	6
	Natyai (type 266м)

1972-2000
	Вице-адмирал Жуков
(Vice-adm. Zhukov)

Ковровец (Kovrovets)

Турбинист (Turbinist)

Валентин Пикуль (V.Pikul)

Иван Голубец (I.Golubets)

	
	
	Gorya (type 12660)

1988
	Анатолий Железняков (A. Zheleznyakov)

	Minesweppers-coastal
(MSC)
	2
	Sonya (type 1265)

1982-1990
	Минеральные Воды (Mineralny Wody)

Лейтенант Ильин 
(Lt. Iljin)

	Minesweppers-inshore

(MSB)


	1
	Olya (type 1259.2)

1988
	Саратовец (Saratovets)

	Marines
	2900
	One regiment, one infantry battalion

	Land-based maritime aircraft
	13
	Бе-12пл (Be-12 Mail)

	
	6
	Ан-26 (An-26 Iata)

	Shipborne helicopters
	20
	Ка-27пл (Ka-27 Helix A/B)

	Land-based aircraft
	24
	Су-24 (Su-24 Fencer)


Notes: * - the authors do not consider that the large antisubmarine ships, large attack (missile) ships on air cushion and patrol frigates should be attributed to the destroyers. This classification is not correct, but it is based on various Russian reference books. 

So, taking into consideration that fact, that Turkey has finished in 2006 the first stage of their naval forces modernization, but Russia only starts the systematic changes in the combat component of the Black Sea Fleet, there is now exists a certain preponderance of the Turkish naval forces on the Black Sea. But is it so large, as the Russian specialists tell about? In the scheme # 3 there is a correlation between the main classes of ships and forces of the Turkish Navy and Russian Black Sea Fleet (combat components of Turkish Navy and the Black Sea Fleet of RF are presented  in the scheme # 1, # 2).

[image: image2.emf]Scheme 3. Correlation of the Turkish Naval Forces and the Russian Black Sea 
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The analysis of correlation testifies that the Russians keep their leadership on the ships of ocean zone. And it is regular: the “White book” of Turkey limits their naval forces zone of responsibility by the Black Sea, Aegean Sea, and Eastern Mediterranean to the Cyprus; Russian Navy is still the ocean one, and the Black Sea Fleet as an integral part of it, must include the ocean component.

From the other side, the Turks have an indisputable superiority in the strike forces of the littoral zone. And it is not simply a superiority, the latest time their Navy was reinforced with contemporary frigates (FFGHM) MEKO-200-I and MEKO-200-II classes, fast patrol boat (PGGF) “Kiliç” class. The deletion of old and commission the new ships has been conducting according to the scheme “ship to ship”, it means without any damage to the combat capabilities of the Navy.

By 2008 the Turkish naval forces must have 24 frigates and not less then 20 contemporary PGGF “Kiliç” class – “corvettes-missile” as to Turkish classification. Even today, as to the quantity of cruise missiles in the first salvo, the Turkish Navy outnumbers the Russian Black See Fleet almost three times. The quantity of anti-ship missiles in the salvo of Turkish ships task group – 280 (Harpoon – 252; Penguin (only Mk.2) – 16; Exocet – 12), the Russian Black Sea Fleet – 78 (SS-N-12 “Sandbox” (“Bazalt” as to Russian classification) –16; SS-N-22 “Sunburn” (“Moskit”) – 26; SS-N-9 “Siren” (“Malakhit”) – 12; SS-N-2 “Styx” (“Termit”) – 8, and 16 missiles-torpedoes). Maybe from here, have appeared the figures on three times more superiority of southern neighbor. Under such correlation of forces the Russia may oppose Turkey only the resources of supporting strategic aviation.
The second point, where the Turkish naval forces have an indisputable superiority – the submarine fleet. To 2 Russian submarines oppose 14 Turkish ones. The submarine forces are one of the priorities in the Turkish naval forces modernization. The quantity of the Turkish submarines during five years has reduced almost two times, it was the process of substitution the old American submarines “Guppy” and “Tang” classes to German 209/1200 and 209/1400 types, which were considered to be the best in the world. According to the closest planes of the Turkish military, is buying or building on the national shipyards submarines with anaerobic engines. However, to the powerful submarine forces of Turkey the Russian Black Sea Fleet may oppose rather strong task group of antisubmarine forces. In distinction from the NATO Navies, which consist of multipurpose ships in principle, the Russian Navy has large and small antisubmarine ships: there are 2 large antisubmarine ships, 3 frigates and 7 small antisubmarine ships in the combat component of Black Sea Fleet. This fleet has a large antisubmarine aviation – 13 aircraft Be-12 “Mail” and 20 helicopters Ka-27 “Helix”.

The third point, which is sufficiently visual – the superiority of Turkey in landing ships and boats. Let us consider it in details. The visibility of a disbalance appears because of the presence in the Turkish naval forces almost half a hundred landing boats, although on quantity of landing ships the main classes, correlation is 7:5 to the Russian Black Sea Fleet favor. The general capacity for one Black Sea Fleet LST in taking marines aboard is 2100, Turkish LST – 2980. The manpower of Russian Naval infantry on the Black Sea is 2900, and Turkish marines is 3000, so the quantity of LST of both navies is almost equal and corresponds the necessity. The presence in the Turkish Navy LCT and LCM is necessary while a conflict with Greece in the Aegean Sea, where the fight will be for a large number of small islands, where the usage of large landing ships is not expedient. It does not concern the Black Sea Theater, which physical conditions are absolutely another. But, nevertheless, the Turks have no objections to correct this situation in their favor – the Turkish Navy Command Scientific Center together with Taskizak Naval Yard (Istanbul) has been developing the  project of LPD ship, to be built on national shipyards. The main requirements the ships are: marines aboard capacity – to 560, 4 LCVP, 4 helicopters.

 Both sides pay a great attention to the development of mine countermeasure forces. In 2005 the Black Sea Fleet was reinforced by minesweeper-ocean “Valentin Pikul”, and as to the words of Russian military, in future they would receive not less than one more ship. The Turkish naval forces have begun the building of a new series of minehunters “Aydin” class (it is a modernized German 332 type).
It is necessary to mention, that Russia pays attention to this problem on the background of three times reduction of its coastal line, but Turkey’s coastal line can’t be compared with any Black Sea country. The Turkish Navy leadership considers the quality and quantity of mine countermeasures ships extremely insufficient to guarantee the mine countermeasures defense of the Navy and merchant shipping in the strategic important regions for the Turkish economy: in zone of the Turkish Straits, the eastern part of Mediterranean, the Aegean and Black Seas. As a result, despite the insignificant growth of mine flotilla, the mine countermeasure forces of Turkish Navy have undergone considerable changes – were commissioned contemporary minehunters of French production “Circe” class (“E” as to Turkish classification), in February 2005 in German shipyard Abeking & Rasmussen it was finished the building of the minehunter “Alanya”, which should become the first ship in the series of 6 Turkish minesweepers “Aydin” class (two of them “Amasra” and “Ayvalik”, built on the national shipyard Pendik Naval Shipyard) are commissioned now.

   We should like to consider separately the aviation components of the fleets. In 1999 the maritime assault squadron of the Black Sea Fleet, located at the airfield Gvardeyskoe (Crimea) was reinforced with 24 Su-24 (20 Su-24M front bombers and 4 reconnaissance aircraft Su-24MR). The appearance of maritime tactical aviation in the Black Sea Fleet has a large enough significance in forces correlation in the field of immediate aviation support of the fleets. The matter is, that the Turkish naval forces do not have tactical aviation in its structure, and the level of existing interoperability between the Naval forces, Air force and Army aviation, as to the opinion of Turkish military, is unsatisfactory and not corresponding the nowadays conditions.

From the other side, the Turkish naval forces aviation during the latest time was reinforced by contemporary anti-submarine aircraft: to change morally and physically old S-2E “Tracker” were received modernized Spanish CN-235D/K  “Series” for the Maritime Patrol Aviation. Soon they’ll receive 10 more aircraft ATR-72ASW “Meal” (contract on their delivery was signed with ALENIA company in July, 2005). The Russian amphibious aircraft Be-12PL, (thirteen of them are now in the Black Sea Fleet) despite their positive qualities, have become obsolete. Their substitution with contemporary A-40 “Albatros” at the nearest time is not foreseen.

As to the shipborne helicopters of maritime aviation, there is a helicopter antisubmarine regiment in the structure of the Black Sea Fleet – two tens of Ka-27 “HelixA/B” – one of the best ASW helicopters in the world. Turkey, to arm frigates MEKO-200 class, buys shipborne helicopters AB-212ASW “Augusta” and S-70B “Sea Hawk”. The substitution of helicopters had begun in 2002, when the Turks received 8 ASW helicopters S-70B (Sykorsky company). In July 2005, it was signed additional contract with this firm on delivery 12+5 helicopters SH-60B in antisubmarine and patrol variants to substitute the helicopters AB-21ASW/EW (8 and 3 helicopters correspondingly) and AB-204AS (3 helicopters). The new helicopters must be received in 2007. So, by the quantity of shipborne helicopters the Turkish naval forces have practically caught up the Russians, and maybe in the nearest future they will out-strip them.
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Ships Quantity on Main Classes in 2000 and nowadays.
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The changes dynamics evaluation concerning the Turkish naval forcers and the Russian Black Sea Fleet (scheme # 4) testifies that between these two states there is a tendency to the “regional arms race”. In this process, Turkey has reached certain superiority, thanks to timely and complex modernization of its naval forces. But taking into consideration the economical changes in the Black Sea Region countries, Russia is able, and according to the declarations of its political leaders, is ready to compensate a certain backwardness of the Black Sea Fleet in the nearest decade. To reach this goal, it is necessary to determine clear priorities in the Russian maritime policy, to develop concrete plans of the Russian Navy development.
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Sheme 5. Correlation of the Turkish Naval Forces, Russian Black Sea Fleet and 

the Naval Forces of Ukraine
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The Naval Forces of Ukraine, after the fall of the USSR, have received one of the longest coastal lines in the Black Sea, but they have appeared far behind their neighbors, except, maybe, Georgia. Our country has no maritime doctrine, the naval forces aims and missions, determined by military doctrine are indistinct and non-concrete. There is no a real plan of modernization and renewing the naval forces. Promulgated in the Ukraine’s Strategic Defence Bulletin until 2015 (“Defence White Paper”) plans, are sooner the plan of reduction the ships component untill 2015, than its modernization and reinforcement. The conclusion is – if we’ll continue to ignore the experience of our Black Sea neighbors, by 2015 it is easier to agree with the proposals of some Russian mass-media to pass the defense functions of the southern borders of Ukraine to the Russian Navy. The Russians usually say: “The Black Sea Fleet is able to defense Ukraine”.
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