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The international community acknowledged organized terrorism as one of the principal threats to the safety of mankind. In spite of the presence of relatively quiet regions of the world in terms of terroristic threats, no single state has guaranteed protection from the intrusion of terrorism into its territory in consideration of the following factors:
· places of permanent residence, temporary shelter and rest of the members of terrorist organizations;
· training centres of terrorists and temporary location of organized terrorist units;
· places of manufacture and storage of components of explosive assemblies and  weapons for terroristic  purposes; 
· literature  propagandizing  and  spreading terroristic ideas; 

· banks and their branches financing terrorist organizations; 

· places of making forged documents for terrorists; 

· places of  registration   and   functioning   of  mass   medias   propagandizing terroristic ideology and terrorist organizations; 

· transportation and communications means used for the  resettlement and transference of terrorists, arms smuggling, explosives, explosive assemblies, drugs, money and literature for terrorists.
One of the principal vulnerable aspects for terrorists in view of numerous historical, geopolitical, legal, economic and ethno-confessional factors is the Caucasian Region of Commonwealth of Independent States, which, besides Russia, embraces Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia.
The problems of the united struggle against organized terrorism in CIS were first raised in March, 1993 within the program aimed at undertaking united measures of struggle against an organized crime and other similar perilous types of crime on the territory of the state-members of Commonwealth of Independent States.
Later in September 1993, the similar problems were raised when establishing the Bureau on Coordination of Struggle against an organized crime and other similar perilous types of crimes on the territory of Commonwealth of Independent States.
Actual problems of the Russian law
In pursuance of the Resolution passed on January 25th, 2000 by the Council of Head of States of Commonwealth of Independent States "About the resistance to the international terrorism in view of the results of Istanbul summit of OSCE", as well as for the purposes of the establishment of collaboration with regards the questions of warning, revelation, intersection and investigation of the acts of terrorism and other manifestations of extremism in state-members of Commonwealth of Independent States, on 21 June 2000, a Program of the state-members of Commonwealth of Independent States was adopted regarding the struggle against the international terrorism and other manifestations of extremism for the period of up to the year 2003. The necessity to adopt this program was conditioned by the fact that international terrorism took menacing scales and its manifestation already took numerous human lives, led to the destruction of material and spiritual values. The expansion of geography of terrorism complicated the relations between the social, national groups and nations. The transnational nature of an escalating threat of terroristic activities binds the state-members of Commonwealth of Independent States to consolidate their efforts towards the creation of an international system of united measures for struggle against terrorism and other manifestations of extremism.
The principal goal of the program is the consolidation of efforts of the state-members of the Commonwealth of Independent States aimed at the resistance and counteraction to terrorism and other manifestations of extremism.
To this end, the program envisages a creation of Antiterrorist centre of state-members of Commonwealth of Independent States.
This decision was upheld by all the state-members of Commonwealth of Independent States which form the Caucasian region. In addition, despite the fact that the introductory part of the Program contains an important statement saying that the collaboration of the state-members of Commonwealth of Independent States is supposed to be conducted through the observance of their national interests and within the formats of any interested states. A special opinion (in the name of the Republic of Azerbaijan) was expressed regarding the viewpoint on creation of antiterrorist centre, according to which Azerbaijan is to assist in its operation based on the fact of understanding that the Antiterrorist Centre ought to bear an informative and analytical nature and be governed in compliance with each of the events conducted within the provision, Constitution, national legislation and the interests of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The analysis of the contents of the special position declared by the Azerbaijan side shows that at an initial stage of the creation of an antiterrorist coalition within Commonwealth of Independent States there was a failure to reach a necessary level of confidence in the creation of plenipotentiary coordination centre on the conduct of united measures for the struggle against terrorism.
Nevertheless, the effectiveness of the struggle against the organized terrorism in the Caucasian region of Commonwealth of Independent States considerably increased during the first year of functioning of the Antiterrorist centre of the state-members of Commonwealth of Independent States. In particular, during the "Border-barrier" operation conducted in the year 2001, the activity of over 40 organized criminal units possessing not only fire-arms, ammunitions and drugs, but also 3 tons of poisonous substances and 23 detected pseudo-enterprises was intersected.
During the first two years from the moment of the creation of the Antiterrorist Centre of Commonwealth of Independent States, more than 100 hiding-places of weapons and ammunitions were detected on the Russian-Georgian territories. In the year 2002, as a result of the joint activities conducted within the activity of the Antiterrorist centre of Commonwealth of Independent States, certain data were obtained about foreign hirelings (over 200 people) from Algeria, Afghanistan, Lebanon, Morocco, Pakistan and Tunisia who arrived at the zone of the Russian-Georgian frontier, namely at the Pankis Gorge located on the territory of Georgia.
In the same year, the employees of the Ministry of National Security of Azerbaijan, having made use of the information of the Antiterrorist Centre of Commonwealth of Independent States in the year 2001, disclosed and detained 4 people who were intending to smuggle radioactive osmium-187 with a purpose of selling it in the countries of the Middle East.
Already in 2000-01, more than 100 members of various organized criminal groups, engaged in the purchase, transportation, accompanying and delivering of weapons, ammunitions, explosive assemblies, medications, uniforms and food stuffs into the territory of Russia, were arrested with the assistance of the Antiterrorist Centre of Commonwealth of Independent States.
The analysis of various scientific sources, materials, criminal statistics and the materials of the activity of the Antiterrorist Centre of Commonwealth of Independent States shows that, today, the following objective and subjective factors of the spread of the organized terrorism in the Caucasian region of Commonwealth of Independent States can be pointed out:
1. A critically high level of mass unemployment (in some regions the number of unemployment amounts to 50% out of an active population) creats a wide social basis of potential members of organized criminal units.
2. A considerable specific gravity of shadow economy in its total volume (up to 60%).
3. The consequences of the long existence of huge rebellious and restless territories on the territory of Caucasia on which the national antiterrorist legislation, that is Nagorno Karabakh and Chechen Republic, has never been and objectively can never be applied in its totality. As a consequence, it leads to the prevalence of illegal armed units in the region.
4. The special geographic location of Caucasia as an Eurasian intersection of unified channels of smuggling of drugs, weapons, "dirty money" and literature of extremist content.
5. A high level of corruption, above all in Customs Houses and other law machineries.
6. Periodically emergent interstate political conflicts.
7. The weakness of military-political and law-enforcement structures of the Commonwealth of Independent States. A low level of confidence and trust for law machineries whose function is to struggle against organized terrorism.
8. Instability of the national legislation on the struggle against the terrorism.
9. Historically conditioned traditional ethnical and religious conflicts between separate Caucasian nations hindering the formation of common aversion of any forms of extremism among the population of the Caucasia.
10. The traditionally developed contacts between the organized criminal units of the region.
11. An active financial and material aid to terrorist organizations operating within the region rendered by commercial organizations which are under the supervision of criminal  communities of criminal groups and  pseudo-enterprises  (in particular, obtained through charitable and religious funds and as a result of misappropriation and no-purpose use of budget means. E.g., as of today, 16 foreign foundations are established which render assistance to Chechen separatists, a few banks conducting transfer operations and "money-laundering" in favour of transnational illegal armed units).
Despite of the fact that the mentioned factors fail to exhaust the totality of the causes and conditions of abundance and prevalence of organized terrorism on the territory of the Caucasian region of Commonwealth of Independent States, in our opinion, they relate to the principal factors.
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