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Opening remarks for the Harvard workshop in Armenia 
Your Excellencies,

 Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the organizers of the Workshop, I have the honor of cordially welcoming you in Yerevan. Within the past years, the Harvard Program has become an important international forum. It is a forum in which leading theoreticians, analysts and practitioners present the vital and strategic interests of their states and exchange new ideas in the field of strategic security studies. This program cooperates with leading think tanks, which influence international policy through their theoretical-methodological assistance to stakeholder organizations of the partner states, contacts and professional dialogue. Thus, the program constructively influences internationally agreed decisions on developing security architecture in the Black Sea region. 

I would like to mention the key role played by its founders and leaders – Dr. Sergei Konoplyov and General Tad Oelstrom – in the process of implementing the given essential Program. Taking into account the added complications to the dynamics of regional processes caused by the war in the South Ossetia, and the rising level of uncertainty in relationships among the actors in the South Caucasus, the Harvard Program is becoming one of the most needed formats of intellectual cooperation among all stakeholders for maintaining regional stability and security.

Let me express my gratitude to all highly esteemed experts from Armenia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Great Britain, Greece, Georgia, Ukraine, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Turkey, Russia, the United States of America, and France, for accepting the invitation and participating in our Workshop. I would like to make a special emphasis on maintaining the good tradition of University Program alumni participation and support. We also welcome our respectable colleagues from the mass media taking part in the workshop.

The Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Armenia has been cooperating with the Harvard Black Sea Security Program since the day of its inception in 2002. Specialists from top leadership and executive levels of our republic take academic courses within the framework of this program. Many of them have applied the knowledge they acquired, and have been promoted to senior, responsible posts in the fields of politics, diplomacy, defense and security.  Also essential, is that the NGO community has been involved in the debates over the Black Sea Security issue. In this respect, I am glad, and thankful, that the Armenian International Policy Research Group (AIPRG) joined the organization of this event. 
For a number of reasons, the Harvard forum is significant for Armenia. Together with the US National War College, the Chair of National Security of the Russian Academy of Public Service under the Russian Federation President, and the NATO International Security Advisory Group, this Program published the materials on inter-agency elaboration of the National Security Strategy on its website. This contributed to a broad international review of the draft of this key political security document. During the previous two years, in the course of methodological cooperation of our national inter-agency commissions with leading think tanks in Washington, Moscow, and Brussels, the National Security Strategy and the Military Doctrine of the Republic of Armenia were developed and approved. Based on these fundamental documents, the process of implementing defense reforms has been launched. The process is targeted at conforming the goals, main directions of activity, structure, armaments and staff potential of the Republic of Armenia Defense system with the national security priorities. The fighting readiness and efficiency of the Republic of Armenia Armed Forces is a guaranteed conditionality.
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