THE SPEECH BY THE HONORABLE MR. SEYRAN M. OHANYAN, 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

Honorable Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honor of welcoming you in Yerevan, the ancient capital city of Armenia, the 2790th anniversary of which was celebrated 2 weeks ago on state level. We are really proud of our past and at the same time we confidently face the future. The pledge of this confidence is the progressive path adopted to ensure sustainable and secure development of our country. This path encompasses comprehensive democratic reforms, implemented in all activity spheres of governance, and international integration based on the principle of complementarity.

Being part of the Black Sea region the South Caucasus is influenced by coincidence and conflict of interests of different power centers. In such an environment Armenia faces various challenges and threats, and considerable efforts and resources are required to neutralize or reduce them. Military threats are more dangerous among these challenges and threats.

The existence of the Karabakh conflict and the absence of concerted political-legal bases for the conflict settlement between the conflicting parties pose a serious military threat to the Republic of Armenia (RA). In this context Armenia is preoccupied with the militarization policy pursued by Azerbaijan, its desire to achieve military supremacy under the guise of defense reforms and unleash a new war to resolve the Karabakh conflict by military force. The continuous blockade imposed on the Republic of Armenia by the neighboring states, attempts to isolate Armenia, and generally the destabilization of security environment in the South Caucasus, as well as instigation of present and new conflicts are also considered as military threats to Armenia’s security.   

In addition, all nations, as well as Armenia face such asymmetric military threats as transnational crime, including international terrorism, illegal proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and its components, narcotics and psychotropic substances, human trafficking.

At the same time, there are factors that positively impact on the development of international and regional security architecture. In particular, the consolidation of regional and international security structures and unified struggle against international threats decrease the classic global war danger to the security of small states. International integration processes have created favorable conditions to promote cooperation in the defense sphere. In the South Caucasus states the tendencies to ensure democratization and establish civil society and social justice are  factors, that despite their contradictions, significantly contribute to creating an atmosphere of mutual trust and peaceful dialogue in the region.

As I’ve mentioned, we have chosen two main paths to neutralize the above-mentioned and other threats: to reinforce our defense system by implementing reforms and to obtain international security guarantees through integration. These two paths are interrelated. Defense reforms are targeted at establishing such a system which fully conforms with modern challenges to the Republic of Armenia’s military security. The system should be flexible, efficient and able to neutralize all current threats, reliably defend the Republic of Armenia and the fundamental values of its national security and meet the RA international commitments which, in their turn, are aimed at ensuring external security and strengthening Armenia’s defense system. Thus, besides adequately addressing the military security environment, our defense system should be necessarily capable of influencing the modifications of that environment.

The reforms in the RA defense system are implemented in two stages. In the first stage we elaborated conceptual documents, namely the National Security Strategy and the Military Doctrine, and initiated legal reforms. When developing the National Security Strategy we combined and enriched the Russian practice with the western methodology. It is no mere chance that this document underwent a methodological review in the leading think tanks of the USA, Russia and NATO. Successfully completing the first stage we proceed to the second one. It is significant to develop and introduce such standards and criteria which guarantee the efficiency of our defense system and the interoperability with relevant structures of partner and ally states. While choosing these standards we took the opportunities stemming from the principle of complementarity. The reforms are implemented within the framework of Armenia–NATO Individual Partnership Action Plan which provided us an opportunity to study and apply rich western practice and traditions. Simultaneously, due to the cooperation with the CSTO member states and especially with Russia, Armenia’s strategic partner, we managed to select most suitable standards of this organization and synthesize them with the western ones.

Membership in different international organizations and participation in their programs are essential for Armenia’s secure and sustainable development. These are the UN, the Collective Security Treaty Organization, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and its Minsk Group, the European Union, the World Trade Organization, and of course, the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation and other international organizations. Among the programs we should mention the Armenia–NATO Individual Partnership Action Plan, the European Neighborhood Policy and others. I would underline the importance of the Black Sea Synergy program initiated by the EU only a year ago with its emphasis on ‘seoft security’ issues. Various political and economic security issues are solved by means of these organizations and programs. We are confident, that in ensuring regional stability and security the opportunities and resources provided by these organizations and the corresponding programs are not exhausted at all. Therefore we intend to continue our cooperation with these organizations on all the issues where our interests and approaches do not contradict each other.

At the beginning of the previous century our nation was subjected to the most awful crime – the Genocide. Naturally it never wants to experience the calamities and atrocities of war. Thus, we seek peaceful resolutions to all the issues and conflicts. But as the Roman proverb goes, “sic vis pacem, para bellum”, which is to say – if you want peace, prepare for war. That is why we do improve our defense system by implementing democratic reforms to constrain a possible enemy and in case of aggression adequately counter it. The major goal of the RA defense reforms is the development of standards and their introduction in the Armed Forces, which would fully comply with Armenia’s national security priorities. They should solve military-security related national issues and provide sufficient interoperability opportunities with allies and partners that will allow Armenia to better determine its place and role in ensuring international security, equivalent to its growing international reputation and corresponding to its military security interests. This is an objective need directly stemming from geopolitical processes in the region and national security interests of our republic. At the same time, the military-political-security situation in the region, posing military threats to the RA, urges us to show prudence so that the fighting efficiency level of our army steadily increases day by day in the process of improving the defense system, taking the military potential to a qualitatively new level and building the Armed Forces which should be in a state of constant readiness to counter modern challenges and threats.

Thank you for your attention!
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